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Introduction to Experiencing Kyogen

Tonight, at Nagoya Noh Theatre, you will have the opportunity to experience Kyogen, a
traditional Japanese performing art cherished by shoguns, such as Tokugawa leyasu.
Kyogen, a comedic form of drama dating back to the Muromachi period, portrays the
humor of everyday situations and human relationships, captivating audiences through
laughter. Unlike Noh, Kyogen is performed without masks, allowing actors to showcase
vivid facial expressions and exaggerated gestures that highlight the humor in the story.
Let us introduce you to the play “lgui”.
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About the Play: Igui
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1.0verview

The main character, Igui, is troubled by an acquaintance, Nanigashi, who has a habit of
hitting him on the head whenever they meet. Seeking relief, Igui prays to the
bodhisattva Kannon at Kiyomizu Temple and receives a magical hood. He then visits
Nanigashi’'s home again, only to be struck on the head once more. However, the
moment he puts on the hood, everything changes, and Igui’s fate takes a dramatic turn.
What will his future hold? This humorous tale, featuring curious props, is filled with lively
humor and explores the quirks of human nature.
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2. Synopsis
Igui, plagued by his acquaintance Nanigashi, who hits him on the head every time they

meet, prays to Kannon at Kiyomizu Temple. Armed with a magical hood granted by the
bodhisattva, Igui revisits Nanigashi’s home, only to be struck again. When he finally dons
the hood, the situation shifts entirely, setting off an unexpected change in his destiny.

How will Igui’s future unfold?
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3. Cast
. Shite (Lead): Matasaburo Nomura

. Ado (Nanigashi): Noburo Nomura
. Ado (Igui): Ryotaro Asai
Stage Assistant: Toru Fujinami
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Historical Background and Significance

Kyogen, a classical performing art from the Muromachi era, was admired as an essential
cultural skill, including among samurai in the Sengoku period. A record from 1594
mentions a performance in the Shishinden Hall of the Imperial Palace, featuring a play
believed to be a precursor to lgui. It was performed by prominent figures of the time,
including Toyotomi Hideyoshi as Igui, Toshiie Maeda as Nanigashi, and Tokugawa leyasu
as the Shite. Such performances provided a means for political leaders to relieve the
stresses of daily life.

The Nagoya Noh Theatre, located near Nagoya Castle, is one of Japan’s foremost
venues for preserving this tradition. Its stage, crafted from Japanese cypress, replicates
the architectural style of the Edo period. With seats arranged around the stage for
optimal viewing and acoustics, it offers one of Japan’s premier theater experiences,
where history and culture intertwine.

Kyogen, with its ability to reveal the essence of human relationships and society
through laughter, continues to captivate audiences, bringing timeless classical art to
modern-day viewers. We hope you fully immerse yourself in the Kyogen world on the
majestic stage of Nagoya Noh Theatre.
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Guidelines for Enjoying the Nagoya Noh Theatre

» Safety: For everyone’s enjoyment, please do not bring dangerous items or exceed
seating capacity. Avoid loud voices or noise, and keep exit routes clear.

* Food & Smoking: The theater is a non-smoking area. Smoking is permitted only in
designated areas at Kinshachi Yokocho. Please enjoy food and drink only in the
designated rest areas.

* Theater Facilities:This is a sacred area, so please be mindful not to touch anything
other than the permitted equipment. Additionally, please avoid approaching the
stage area.

* Social Media: Filming or photographing during the performance is permitted; we
ask that you please do so respectfully, keeping your device below
eye level to minimize disruption to others. We kindly ask that you stay seated while
filming, mute your device, and avoid flash. Tag posts with “@night_shogun_tour.”

* Other: Please refrain from any behavior that may interfere with management.
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Virtual Tour of Nagoya Castle’s Honmaru Palace

Experience the majesty of Nagoya Castle from home by enjoying a virtual tour of
Honmaru Palace via the link below. To use VR, please view through a browser or the
YouTube app.


https://youtu.be/-i2lOgozPbo
https://youtu.be/-i2lOgozPbo

